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2.14.18     Acts 5:1-11 

 

Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of property. 2 With his wife’s 

knowledge, he kept back part of the proceeds for himself. Then he brought a portion of it and laid it at 

the apostles’ feet.  3 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and 

to keep back part of the proceeds of the land? 4 Was it not yours before it was sold? And after it was sold, 

was not the money at your disposal? How could you plan such a thing in your heart? You have not lied to 

men but to God.” 5 When Ananias heard these words, he fell down and died. Great fear gripped 

everyone who heard about it. 6 The young men got up and wrapped up his body. Then they carried him 

out and buried him.  7 About three hours later, his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. 8 

Peter asked her, “Tell me, is this how much you got for the land?” “Yes,” she said, “that was the price.” 9 

Then Peter said to her, “How could you two agree to test the Spirit of the Lord? Look! The feet of those 

who buried your husband are standing at the door, and they will carry you out too!” 10 Instantly she fell 

down at his feet and died. When the young men came in, they found her dead. Then they carried her 

outside and buried her beside her husband. 11 Great fear gripped the whole church and all who heard 

about these things. 

 

Lent is a season of darkness, as we see our God and Savior go to the cross.  Usually it is harder to see in the 

dark.  But with the Holy Spirit’s help, He gives us the eyes of an owl so that in the darkness we can see things 

much clearer.  It’s like star gazing.  You can’t see the beauty of the sky when there is light pollution, but when 

you go into the deeper darkness the stars shine out all the more.  During Lent we sit and watch as Jesus goes to 

die alone on the cross, forsaken by humanity and forsaken by God.  As dark as it is and as dark as it gets, there 

is a beauty behind it all as the one Star shines out.   

 

We begin Lent this year by remembering why Jesus had to come in the first place, because of sin and death.  

Ananias and Sapphira remind us of them both.  They are sinful and they die quickly.  It is an ugly truth to look 

at.  Can you handle it? 

 

Can You Handle the Truth? 

 

Today’s text takes place when great things were happening within the church.  The Holy Spirit had unified the 

people so much so that they were willing to sell their goods to provide for the poor in their congregation.  The 

rich were selling their extra homes and properties on occasion and giving it to the poor.  Word was spreading 

about how unified and generous these Christians had become.  It was all so beautiful and spontaneous and 

genuine, until Ananias and Sapphira tried to join in.  They wanted to look like they were all in as well, but they 

only wanted to give a portion of their sales income.  They thought they could fool everyone by lying about it.   

 

The Holy Spirit knew the truth.  He always does.  God knew when Adam and Eve ate from the tree.  He knew 

when Cain murdered Abel.  Jesus knew who Judas was, even when the rest of the disciples had no clue, perhaps 

even Judas himself.  That’s why we shouldn’t get so worked up about the injustices that happen in this world.  

God says that we need to leave room for revenge, His revenge, on Judgment Day.  The truth usually has a way 

of coming out sooner or later, in one way or another, even on this side of heaven.   
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God has different ways of exposing the truth.  Jesus did it with Peter by just looking at him for a moment.   

Nathan exposed David’s murder and adultery with a direct confrontation through a story.  Elijah exposed 

Ahab’s theft of Naboth’s vineyard.   But sometimes God also exposes the truth through a series of questions.  

Think back to Cain and Abel.  “Where is your brother?”  God knew where Abel was, but He gave him an 

opportunity to confess what he’d done before God exposed him.  When Cain refused to repent, the next 

question needed no answer.  “What have you done?”  God knew the answer, and Cain paid the price for it.  

Socrates, one of the first well-known philosophers, was known for asking people a lot of questions.  If someone 

claimed to be an expert on something, he would just ask him a bunch of questions and expose what the person 

did or didn’t know.  It is now known as the “Socratic method.”  It’s also how investigators get to the truth, but 

asking questions.   

 

In the case of Ananias, Peter asked many questions, but gave Ananias no chance to answer.  “Ananias, why 

has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back part of the proceeds of the land?  . . . 

How could you plan such a thing in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God.”   Then God put him 

to death right on the spot.  But in the case of Sapphira, Peter did give her an opportunity to tell the truth.  He 

paused after his first question.  Even with the opportunity, she chose to lie, and she died too.  

 

If we want to be blunt and glib about it we could say, “Ok, they lied.  They were embarrassed and caught in a 

moment of weakness.  I probably would have done the same thing.”   Someone might say, “Why wasn’t Peter 

happy that they were giving some of their proceeds to the poor?  It wasn’t like they murdered anyone.  Was this 

really worthy of a death sentence from God?”  

 

This is the way we tend to think, in terms of compromise.  We think in terms of “small” or “big sins.”  We like 

to undermine sins when they don’t really seem to hurt anyone.  It’s amazing how we condone sin when there 

are “two consenting adults,” as if God had no say in the matter.  We know we are sinful from birth, but we don’t 

really fret over it because there’s nothing we can do about it. We take some sins more seriously than others.  

“Yeah, I know I don’t go to church as often as I could, but . . . Yeah, I know my offerings are not the best, but. . 

. .  I should spend more time with my children, but I just don’t have the energy.  God will just have to accept me 

as I am.  Don’t judge.”  We hear about sin, but in reality we think that God just needs to lighten up a little.   

 

The thing is that Ananias and Sapphira didn’t have to sell their property at all.  If they wanted to give half or a 

third or even a tenth of it, that would have been fine.  They wouldn’t have been breaking any laws at all.  God 

would have been happy with that.  Peter said that to them.  Was it not yours before it was sold? And after it 

was sold, was not the money at your disposal?  A bigger problem was that Christianity was all a show to 

them.  They wanted the recognition from everyone else - for everyone to see how generous they were.   Instead 

of thinking about their relationship and status with God, they were more concerned about their status and 

relationship with the church.  By inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Peter said this was more than just a bad decision 

made at the spur of the moment.  This was a planned and conscientious action, filled with Satan himself, full of 

deceit and a desire to look better than they really were.  This was an effort to test the Holy Spirit and see if He 

would actually notice or do anything about it.  

 

What happens then?  They both die right on the spot.  No second chances.  Ananias and Sapphira are buried 

immediately.  Sapphira wasn’t even notified when Ananias died.  Nobody came to mourn their funerals.  

Nobody came and said what great members they were of the church.  There was no potluck.  No video 
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presentation of their lives.  Both were dead and buried within 12 hours, and Peter told them right before they 

died that they had lied to the Holy Spirit and been filled with Satan.  I don’t see anything to have hope for their 

souls.  It’s scary stuff if you think about it.  Imagine the young men who witnessed this as well.  They had to 

personally bury Ananias and then Sapphira too.  Luke writes,  “Great fear gripped everyone who heard 

about it.”  

 

Who can blame them?  We can’t help but think, “How many times could God have done this to me in my life?”  

Does that mean God wants us walking around on eggshells, fearful of even one sinful thought or action?  No.  

Yet wouldn’t you say that the problem today isn’t that people are too fearful of God, but that they are too 

comfortable with their sins?   If this seemingly small sin mattered to God, then all sins matter.  All sins need 

forgiveness.  All sins anger God.  We have become so accustomed to hearing that we are forgiven and that God 

is gracious, that we have failed to see and appreciate how gracious and forgiving we need Him to be with us. 

Sometimes it is good for us to be confronted with God’s holiness and wrath so that we remember how much we 

need God’s mercy and forgiveness from His own holiness and wrath.   It’s not just a matter of luck that you 

haven’t been damned or put to death.  It’s a matter of mercy, greater mercy than you can imagine or ever know.  

 

I remember going to Bekah’s cousin’s house and noticing all kinds of indentations in a nice hardwood floor.  

She told us that a friend had come over who had a nail sticking out of her shoe as she walked all over the floor 

with it.  In her mind it absolutely ruined the expensive flooring and she was upset about it.  It was an accident, 

but her friend didn’t think it was a big deal.  She even denied it was her shoe.  This made her even angrier.  It 

was easy to hear that story and say, “Oh, it’s just flooring.”  But I didn’t pay for it or have it installed.  I didn’t 

have to look at it every day.  It wasn’t my house, and my house isn’t as nice as hers.   The comparison lacks, but 

it seems we are like the lady with the shoe, walking around in God’s house and dirtying his house.  We have no 

clue what it means to be holy or to be God.  Should we be so brazen as to say, “What’s the big deal?” especially 

when stories like Ananias and Sapphira show us the exact opposite?     

 

What if people found out about Ananias and Saphira’s lie?  What would they have assumed?  God was 

snookered, or God didn’t care.   Maybe God wanted to be lied to.  If they got away with it, so can we.  Truth be 

told, that is what happens today.  Someone sins in the congregation and lies to the pastor about it.  One is 

disciplined but another is not.  The people in the congregation think, “How come he got away with it?  If he did 

it, then why can’t I?”  You might be able to seemingly “get away” with something here and look like a good 

Christian at Trinity, but God won’t care about that if your membership is based on a lie.  Then what will 

become of your lies and deception?  You’ll end up dead and in hell.  Wouldn’t you would much rather confess 

the truth and be caught rather than to lie and end up deceiving yourself into hell.   

 

It was a good thing that Ananias and Sapphira were caught if it meant that the Christians then and now would 

take all sin seriously and repent of even things that seem rather “minor” in comparison with others.  The 

moment you take sin lightly is the moment it becomes serious.  Don’t believe the devil’s lie that God doesn’t 

really care about sin, that He is actually just a softie who doesn’t get too riled up about anything.   Hebrews 

10:31 says, “It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.”  Galatians 6:7 says, “Do not be 

deceived: God cannot be mocked.”    

 

The moment we take sin seriously is the moment we take Jesus seriously.  It is this God who cannot be mocked 

- He is the One we worship at Lent, as we see how serious every sin really is.  Jesus took God’s wrath seriously.  
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He had to.  That’s why he sweat blood in the garden.  That’s why he went to the cross.  That’s why He went 

through an awful crucifixion and abandonment on the cross.  He didn’t come here to make us better people.  He 

didn’t come here to just give us a better life now.  He came here to be damned and forsaken in our place.  God 

doesn’t want us to stroll to the cross and enjoy it with a cup of wine and some popcorn.  He wants us to flee to it 

and find refuge in it for our salvation.  But if you have no fear of God’s wrath and no fear to lie or die, you will 

not treat it that way.   

 

When you read a book or watch a movie, you can choose true stories or fiction.  All of the fiction ones seem to 

end on a happy note, and they are all make believe, just an escape.  It’s what Americans want.  The true story of 

Ananias and Sapphira didn’t have a happy ending.  It was a consequence of their lies and fiction.  It was an 

immediate judgment of God.  But there’s a good purpose in looking at this truth.  It reminds us of just how holy 

God is, and what kind of a Savior we really need.   

 

As we begin Lent, don’t forget that God wants the truth.  He doesn’t want fiction.  He doesn’t find it 

entertaining.  Ananias and Sapphira found that out first hand.  The truth can be ugly.  The truth can be 

embarrassing when it exposes our sins.  But the truth can also be a beautiful thing, when it leads us to Jesus and 

His mercy.  Can you handle it?  Only with Christ.  Only with the cross.  That’s why we need Jesus to be 

forsaken, for us.  That is the truth.  Amen. 


